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Dear Friends,
Do we not see Hutton & Shenfield Union Church at its best, when this
month we celebrate HM The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee both in our
worship on 5th June and socially over a strawberry tea earlier that
weekend? Which is not to mention the articles and photos in the
Newsletter, the extensive displays of cuttings in the church corridors
and the tree planted in her honour.
It is only the older members of our congregation who really remember
any British monarch before our Queen. In all that has happened within
our country in the last seventy years – which is of course most of the
time Union Church has existed - Queen Elizabeth has provided a calm,
steady, even serene presence. We know that her life is truly built on
her live Christian faith and I for one am sincerely grateful for that.
The United Reformed Church has prepared a service for this Jubilee,
parts of which I shall include on 5th June. It asked Her Majesty whether
she would like to include an item for inclusion in the service. The reply,
signed by Annabel Whitehead, Lady-in-Waiting, was typically diplomatic:
‘The Queen has been deeply moved by the loyalty and support she has received throughout
her long reign from her subjects both at home and within the Commonwealth, and the
sentiments you express as you prepare a Service of Thanksgiving to celebrate her Platinum
Jubilee … are greatly appreciated. It was kind of you to make Her Majesty aware of your
considerate suggestions for this Service and the Queen greatly appreciated your kind thoughts.’
Perhaps the URC should not have expected a message direct from the Queen herself, still less a choice
of her favourite hymn! However, this Jubilee month, I should humbly like to finish this letter with some
words from our Queen, inviting you to reflect on them.

The Queen waving to us from
our Church balcony at her
Golden Jubilee in 2002

First, from her 1975 Christmas message:

‘His [Jesus’s] simple message of love has been turning the world upside down ever since. He
showed that what people are and what they do, does matter and does make all the difference….
It does matter therefore what each individual does each day. Kindness, sympathy, resolution
and courteous behaviour are infectious. Acts of courage and self-sacrifice …are an inspiration to
others. And the combined effect can be enormous…. We may feel powerless alone but the
joining efforts of individuals can defeat the evils of our time. Together they can create a stable,
free and considerate society.’
More recently, in 2002, the Queen wrote:
‘I know just how much I rely on my faith to guide me through the good times and the bad. Each
day is a new beginning. I know that the only way to live my life is to try to do what is right, to take
the long view, to give of my best in all that the day brings, and to put my trust in God…I draw
strength from the message of hope in the Christian gospel.’
God save the Queen!
Your friend and minister
Paul.

Our New Deacons

During our morning service on Sunday 22nd May our new Deacons were formally
commissioned, welcomed and encouraged, by Lyn Corderoy (Church Secretary), as
they started on this new role in their Church lives.
The newly elected Deacons are : Paul Burns

Liz Church
Jill Damen
Kevin Dunn
Mike Rutherford
Selma Wakefield

Meet the New Deacons
Paul Burns

I am husband to Cheryl and we have three daughters; Tara, Aimee and Holly. We have
been attending Hutton and Shenfield Union Church since 2008 when we moved to Long
Meadow. I am Brentwood born and bred growing up in Ingrave, attending Ingrave
Johnston school and St Martins School. My main hobby is building a garden to which
progress has been slow; however, the pond is up and running.
I work in technology, it has been an interesting career, I started on a Mainframe system in
1982 and on my first day thought I was on the set of Space Odessey 2001 as the
mainframe looked like the HAL 9000. Currently I am freelance and work mostly with Cloud
technologies and Cyber Security. It has been an interesting career, the pace of change
is sometimes relentless; however, it satisfies my desire to learn and solve problems.
I am part of the Sunday Church bus drivers rota and am joining Kevin as a church
registrar. I am looking forward to being a Deacon and understanding the workings of our
Church and serving the membership.
Paul Burns

PRAYER REFLECTION
Spirit-filled people
Contemplate the disciples thoughts while they waited to be filled with 'power from on high'. They had no
idea in what form it would come nor how it would equip them to carry out Jesus' command to take the
good news to all nations. Everything in their world had changed. There was no going back to the old life
but the future was hard to see. Thank God for their obedience to and trust in Jesus.
Ask that we trust him more.
Consider today's situation. The pandemic has changed everything. There is no going back to our former
complacency and old ways of doing things. We learned to use modern technology to keep in touch once
we saw how important that was. Social distancing is not something we enjoy most of the time. Like the
disciples today's church needs 'power from on high'. We need a fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit to
enable us to play our part in the great commission. Pray earnestly that we are open to receive what God
is only too happy to provide.
Thank him for his patience with us.
Challenge yourself, other members and the church. In what ways can we show our sincerity in requesting
a fresh infilling of the Holy Spirit? Should we fast – giving up one meal a day for a period of time? Maybe
we could gather together to wait and pray more regularly in small groups and as a whole church. Perhaps
we could involve other congregations to join us in praying for our community. First though, pray for
guidance from God as to the best way forward for the church and us as individuals at this time.
May we hear and heed his voice.
Prayer
Loving Father God, grant us the courage to move further out of our comfort zone than we could possibly
imagine. Fill us afresh with your Spirit so that we have the power to perform your will for us and bring
others safely into your saving grace. May revival be experienced throughout the nation.
Thank you Lord. Amen – So be it.
Beryl Hunt

We need to look after God’s creation .

Jan Gearon-Simm

Christian Aid
Paul Burns would like to thank all those who helped deliver or collect
Christian Aid envelopes during Christian Aid week. Details of the amount
collected will be announced shortly.

GOD BLESS THE QUEEN

Notice Board
Blood Cancer UK
Celebrating 60 years of fundraising.
We are holding an afternoon tea
at Hutton Cricket Club
Hall Green Lane, Hutton CM13 2QT
On Thursday 7th July (2.00—5.00pm)
Enjoy sandwiches, tea and cakes in a
lovely setting. Plenty of parking.

The Food Bank the Church
donates to is urgently
looking for a new storage/
warehouse facility. If you
know , or are aware, of
anywhere that might be
suitable, please contact
Mike Rutherford
01277 234014

Just £10.00. Tickets in advance only by
ringing 01277 214499 or 01277 650274
Please keep the 15th July free for Elaine and Terry’s
retirement tea party, details to follow.

Coronation Day 1953
Celebration party outfit
made of crepe paper and
in the background a
Royal window display

To find out more visit
www.unionchurch.org.uk
Articles for the July/August issue of the
Newsletter are invited by Monday 27th June to be

Church Office open weekdays

sent to Margaret and Trevor Castle.

Hall lettings through the Church Office

9.30am to 12.30pm
01277 212607

Charity Registration No: 1141799

Diary for June 2022
Wednesday

1st

9.00am to 12 noon

Thursday

2nd

Friday

3rd

2.30pm

Jubilee Strawberry Tea Party

Saturday

4th

9.00am

Who Let the Dads Out?

Sunday

5th

10.30am

PREMISES CLOSED

4.00pm

Parents and Babies
JUBILEE BANK HOLIDAY

Morning Service with Communion
Pentecost Service in the Choir Vestry
Both services led by Revd. Paul Ellis

Tuesday

7th

Wednesday

8th

10.00am

Coffee Morning

9.00am to 12 noon

Parents and Babies

7.30pm

Deacon’s Meeting

Friday

10th

9.00am to 12 noon

Parents and Babies

Saturday

11th

9.00am

Dad’s Café

Sunday

12th

10.30am
11.00am

Morning Service led by Revd. Paul Ellis
Encounter - for children and young families

Tuesday

14th

10.00am

Coffee Morning

Wednesday

15th

9.00am till 12 noon

Parents and Babies

Thursday

16th

12.30pm

Lunch Club

Friday

17th

9.00am till 12 noon

Parents and Babies

9.15am

Men Only Breakfast at The Artichoke (sign up list)
Dad’s Café

Saturday

18th

9.00am

Sunday

19th

10.30am

Morning Service and Christening of Amelia Hatch
led by Revd. Paul Ellis

Tuesday

21st

10.00am

Coffee Morning

Wednesday

22nd

Friday

24th

9.00am to 12 noon

Parents and Babies

7.30pm

Church Meeting (no meeting in July
Next 24th August)

9.00am to 12 noon

Parents and Babies

9.15 am

Men Only Breakfast at the Artichoke
Dad’s Café

Saturday

25th

9.00am

Sunday

26th

10.30am

Morning Service led by Revd. Paul Ellis

Tuesday

28th

10.00am

Coffee Morning

Wednesday

29th

9.00am to 12 noon

Parents and Babies

